INTRODUCTION
Split-gill fungus, Schizophyllum commune Fries, is probably the most widespread existing macroscopic fungus that is found on every continent except Antarctica, where there is no wood to be used as a substrate. Besides the most common worldwide species, there are a few less common species of Schizophyllum. It does not appear to be very closely related to the other gilled mushrooms, and most researchers categorize this species in its own order: Schizophyllales (Family Schizophyllaceae, Phylum Basidiomycota). As a result of its omnipresence, it is also one of the most studied mushrooms on earth.
Its fruiting body could be 1-6 cm wide, fan-shaped when attached to the side of the log, irregular to shell-shaped when attached above or below, upper surface is covered with small hairs, dry, white to grayish or tan, under surface composed of gill-like folds that are split down the middle, whitish to grayish, without a stem, flesh tough, leathery, pallid.
The gills function to produce basidiospores on their surface. Spore print of this fungus is white, and microscopic features of spores are: 3-4 x 1-1.5 µm, cylindrical to elliptical and smooth. Fruiting bodies are inedible due to small size and leathery consistence.
The fruit body can be described as a compound structure consisting of compressed radiate cupules. What appear to be gills are the margins of two adjacent cupules with proliferating marginal tissue which makes it look like the "gill" is split. They appear to be split because they can dry out and rehydrate, and thus open and close many times over the course of a growing season. The fruiting bodies to the right are probably a year old or more. This is a great adaptation for an arid climate, with sporadic rains. Unlike other mushroom species, the mycelium only has to produce one set of fruiting bodies per year, which can then almost totally dry out and rehydrate and keep functioning. It is a great strategy for fungal reproduction. One can go out in the dead of winter and find sporulating fruiting bodies of this fungus. It is a very successful wood-decaying fungus that causes white rot.
Owing to the work of John Raper and his colleagues at Harvard University in the 1950s-1970s, it is well known that it is a single widespread species. They collected worldwide samples of this fungus. After collecting and germinating the spores into mycelium, they were able to get individuals from all over the world to mate with one another. During that time they were also able to divide the species in mating types (sexes) based on their mating reactions. As long as two strains are of different mating types they are able to mate and form fertile offspring (R a p e r and K r o n g e l b, 1958; R a p e r and H o f f m a n, 1974).
S. commune is the best-known agent of human infection among the Basidiomycotina. Besides being considered (conditionally) as a more and more aggressive plant patogen causing white rot, this fungus has been reported recently to cause allergic bronchopulmonary mycosis (K a m e i et al., 1994) in an otherwise healthy female, and it was repeatedly isolated from the sputum of a patient with chronic lung disease (C i f e r r i et al., 1956 ). Other reports of S. commune infection include cases of meningitis (C h a v e z -B a t i s t a et al., 1955), sinusitis (C a t a l a n o et al., 1990, K e r n and U e c k e r, 1986; R o s e n t h a l, 1992), ulcerative lesions of the hard palate (R e s t r e p o, 1973), and possible onychomycosis (K l i g m a n, 1950) in both immunocompetent and immunosuppressed hosts. Although it is sometimes difficult to evaluate the significance of isolation of S. commune from clinical specimens (G r e e r, 1977, 1994 ; K l i g m a n, 1950), there have been a number of welldocumented reports especially involving the nasal mucosa, hard palate, and lung (C a t a l a n o et al., 1990; K e r n and U e c k e r 1986; R o s e n t h a l, 1992). However, K a m e i et al. (1994) , suggested that diagnosis of infection caused by S. commune may be difficult because of the failure to observe clamp connections on hyphae, the absence of fruiting body formation in the dark, and also the possibility of identification only when the fungus is a dikaryon capable of producing basidiocarps. All confirmed cases of S. commune infection have been based on isolates which form characteristic fruiting bodies in culture. Additional features which allow the identification of an isolate as S. commune include narrow hyphal pegs or spicules (C a t a l a n o et al., 1990; C h a v e z -B a t i s t a et al., 1955) present on some hyphae. G r e e r (1977) reported that the pegs could also be observed on hyphae growing in tissue. Fungi were identified on the basis of both morphological and anatomical properties of fruit bodies and according to specific chemical reactions using modern keys (A i n s w o r t h et al., 1973; C e t t o, 1979; H e r m a n n, 1990; P h i l l i p s, 1983; Uzelac, 2009; W e b s t e r, 1980).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results of earlier recording of phytopathogenic fungal species in the investigated avenues and parks in Banja Luka City are shown in Table 1 containing the list of 10 species inhabiting leaves and leaf and twig shoots, as well as around 30 lignicolous pathogenic species (A n o n i m, 2001). Most of them can be found during the whole year, regardless of the season, except Flammulina velutipes which appears usually during late winter and early spring seasons.
According to data from the quoted Tab. 1, the presence of "epixylous" fungi that cause wood rot in the reviewed alleys was considerable. Attacks of these organisms lead to the decomposition of wood elements. With some exceptions (Armillariella mellea rot, for example) these diseases do not cause dying of trees, but if left uncontrolled, they become dangerous, because in the final stages they lead to the drying of trees or their fractures and falling. These diseases may remain unnoticed until the appearance of fruiting bodies or cavities, fractures or drying of trees. By analyzing the trees in Banja Luka streets it could be concluded that besides the appearance of suffocation of plants, due to wide asphalt surfaces that are located very next to tree-trunks (10-50cm), fungi caused illnesses are the most important cause of the decline of trees. Faster than fungal pathogens, man and his direct or indirect impacts have contributed to the dying of trees along the busiest and most polluted Mladena Stojanovića street (A n o n i m, 2001).
Out of 16 lignicolous macrofungi, recorded during the period of our investigations which was from 2006-2011, 13 species belonged to Basidiomycotina, and 3 to Ascomycotina Phylum. Sic species belonged to the family Polyporaceae, followed by 3 species belonging to Ganodermataceae, 2 to Xylariaceae, and 1 species the families Schizophyllaceae, Auriculariaceae, Hypocreaceae (Nectriaceae), Meripilaceae, and Tricholomataceae (Tab. 2).
Considering 
Alley, Park

Ganoderma adspersum (Schulzer) Donk
Polyporales Ganodermataceae
Living Lime tree trunk. Boxelder tree trunk, Park
Ganoderma applanatum (Pers.) Pat.
Unidentified tree trunk, White willow tree trunk Park Altogether, during the last decade, around 200 trees collapsed or were sanitary cut in the Banja Luka arbored walk, from the Malta site to the Green bridge, a total length of around 5 km. This was due to the damage caused primarily by Split-gill fungus and the restoration of arbored walks in the nearby streets characterized by highly polluted air of Mladena Stojanovića alley, caused by the engine fuel combustion. Similar reports have been recently written in Lithuania (Snieskiene, 2011) , where deterioration of state of Aesculus hyppocastaneum from larger cities was recorded, caused by infection with Schizophyllum commune together with other fungal pathogens.
By analyzing the trees along Banja Luka main street it could be concluded that, besides the appearance of suffocation of plants, due to wide asphalt surfaces that are located next to tree-trunks and heavy air pollution, fungi caused illnesses are the most important cause of the decline of trees. With its great adaptation to arid climate and high resistance to air pollution, Schizophyllum commune turned out to be the most aggressive and successful universal fungal invader of various species of plants from old alleys and parks (Tab. 3), threatening the immunocompromised and even healthy human individuals (Tab. 4). However, faster than fungal pathogens, man and his direct or indirect impacts have contributed to the dying of trees along the busiest and the most polluted Mladena Stojanovića street. Extremely high incidence of Split-gill fungus in Banja Luka statistically increases the possibility of allergic reactions or other forms of mycosis, already registered in similar climatic conditions (K a m e i et al., 1994; R o s e n t h a l, 1992; ), especially with the growing number of immunocompromised individuals. Xerophilic, or at least xerotolerant fungal species (Z a k and W i l dm a n, 2004) have found optimal conditions for expansion, due to our more and more arid climate conditions. 
CONCLUSION
Although preliminary, our results point to the necessity of conservation and protection of the most beautiful features of Banja Luka and its alleys and arbored walks, by means of undertaking the measures of curing damaged trees and treating them by fungicides in order to eliminate the epiphytia caused, in more than 95% of cases (dated May 2011), by Split-gill (Schizophyllum commune) present on dead wood as well as on damaged trees of Aesculus hyppocastaneum (127 trees), Tilia cordata (124 trees), Tilia platyphyllos (36 trees), Tilia argentea (40 trees), Acer negundo (20 trees), etc.
During the last decade, around 200 trees collapsed or were sanitary cut in Banja Luka arbored walk from the Malta to the Green bridge, a total length of around 5 km. This was due to the damage caused primarily by Split-gill fungus and the restoration of arbored walks near the streets characterized by much polluted air, along Mladena Stojanovića street, caused by the engine fuel combustion. By analyzing the trees along the main street of Banja Luka it could be concluded that, besides of appearance of suffocation of plants due to wide asphalt surfaces, located next to tree-trunks, and heavy air pollution, by fungi caused illnesses are the most important cause of the decline of trees.
With its great adaptation to arid climate, and resistance to the air pollution, Schizophyllum commune turned out to be the most aggressive and successful universal fungal invader of trees from old alleys, threatening immunocompromised and even healthy human individuals. However, faster than fungal pathogens, man and his direct or indirect impacts contribute to the dying of trees along the busiest and most polluted Mladena Stojanovića street.
